
 

 

LWCC MEETING MINUTES 

VERNON COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

March 10, 2022 MEETING 
 

Present: 

Committee:       Will Beitlich-Chairman, Kevin Larson, Frank Easterday, Rod Ofte, and Kelli Mitchell 

Staff:   Ben Wojahn, Sarah McDowell, Marty Kennedy, Nick Gilman, Monique Hassman, and 

Mark Erickson 

Guests:  Cari Readington-County Administrator, Christine Walrath-WI DNR, Loren Oldenburg-

Representative, Shelly Brenneman-VSN, James Moore-M & E, Steve Becker-NRCS, 

Pete David-Sundance Consultants 
1. Call to Order 

Beitlich called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.  

2. Affirmation of Proper Public Notice of meeting 

 Wojahn affirmed. 

3. Review (amend if needed) and approve minutes from February 10th, 2022 meeting.  A 

motion was made to approve minutes by Mitchell, second by Ofte.  All ayes, motion 

carried. 

4. Review and Approve Bills for Payment 

A motion was made by Larson to approve the bills for payment, second by Ofte.  All 

ayes, motion carried. 

5. Agency Reports (NRCS, DNR, FSA, RC &D, UW-Ext., any others) 

Wojahn read a message from Chris Miller the acting DC from NRCS: Hiring is in 

process for Sam’s position, Soil Con is posted as well, 15 EQIP projects were funded in 

the first round. 

6. Audience to Visitors 

Representative Loren Oldenburg stated that they are done in Madison for Bills and there 

is some money for Cover Crops in one of them if it makes it all the way through. 

7. Schedule next LWCC meeting(s) 

April 14th @ 9:30 a.m. 

8. Parks Update 

Revenue is already looking good for the upcoming 2022 season! All seasonal campsites 

and boat slips are full for the season. 

9. WI PL566 Coalition Update 

PL566 2022 Inspections NRCS will help with but not after that if the dams have hit the 

50 year life span.  If you bid them out it would probably be a 5 year window in which we 

would need 24 inspections.  This will be brought back next month for approval to bid out. 

10. Annual Non Metallic Mining Update and Approval 

Erickson stated that we have brought in all our annual fees and he shared an example of 

reclaiming a site.  A motion was made to pay DNR their share of our annual fees by 

Mitchell, second by Larson.  All ayes, motion carried. 



 

 

11. Timber Stand Improvement Approval 

Gilman gave an overview of how we should be investing back into our forests for future 

timber sales.  A motion was made to spend up to $10,000 on Timber Stand Improvement 

by Mitchell, second by Ofte.  All ayes, motion carried. 

12. Watershed Planning Update 

Hassman announced that we finally received an award for the BRIC Grant that helps to 

fund her position and the data entry position for the flood mapping, and watershed work 

in general. 

13. Dam Plan EIS Update 

Steve Becker, Pete David, and Jimmy Moore all joined us for this item.  They are waiting 

on NRCS review they are hoping to have a draft of Environmental Impact Statement 

done by the end of the month.  They are looking at different options for Jersey Valley.  

They are guessing at a 2025 Construction Plan because the design will take 12-18 

months. 

14. Accounts Manager Report 

McDowell gave an update on the fund balances for the committee.   

15. Reports from Committee Members and Announcements 

McDowell stated that our Tree Sale is at an all time high in sales at this point in the year.   

Wojahn announced that we have hired a new Technician that has a lot of experience. 

19. Adjourn Meeting 

Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Larson, second by Easterday.  All ayes, motion 

carried. 


